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Astronomy at the Beach is VIRTUAL This Year  

Brian Ottum Ph.D. wrote in an email to members on Aug. 24th. 

Dear fellow Lowbrow astronomer, 

Thank you for your previous support of Astronomy at the Beach!  Over the past 24 years, we have given 

hundreds of thousands of telescopic views of the heavens to visitors; larger telescopes at this event fre-

quently had long lines of visitors waiting for a look through the eyepiece. 

This year, Astronomy at the Beach will be an online event - but our content is better than ever! 

 Talks by professional astronomers. 

 Cool Science Demonstrations. 

 Astronomy teacher discussion panel. 

  Live telescope viewing from sites across the U. S. 

 Educational (and short) YouTube video suggestions. 

 Online astronomy and space science resource suggestions by members. 

 Presentations by local astronomers - several of whom are volunteer NASA/JPL Solar System Ambassadors.  

This all happens 6pm-midnight on both Fri. and Sat., Sept. 25th and 26th. 

PLEASE HELP US GET THE WORD OUT! Forward this email to anyone you think may be interested 

in astronomy - and we know they’re out there!  Please put this free, educational, family-friendly STEM 

event on your calendar and share the links: 

 Website: https://www.glaac.org/astronomy-at-the-beach-2020/ 

 Facebook event: https://www.facebook.com/events/1605600666263922/ 

 AstronomyattheBeach on Twitter: https://twitter.com/astroatbeach/ 

 

Reply with questions to ottum@comcast.net 

Brian D. Ottum, Ph.D. 

Communications Volunteer 

The following pages are a proposed revision to the Bylaws of the University Lowbrow Astronomers. A 

new OnLine Coordinator Officer position has been added to facilitate virtual meetings and events. Voting, 

previously limited to in-person at the April meeting has been expanded to include paper and electronic 

polling. Other changes are also included.  Please review and cast you ballot as directed. 
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VOTING 

There are three methods of voting. 

1. Vote “Live” when logged into ZOOM at the 
September 18th. Meeting. 

2. Vote by mail in ballot. Print the following page 

and follow mailing instructions. 

3. Vote by email. A ballot as a Microsoft Word 

document was sent along as an attachment with 

this newsletter. Edit that document and follow 

the email instructions. Send an email request to 

donfohey@gmail.com to receive another copy of 

the ballot.  
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University Lowbrow Astronomers 

 

Bylaws Amendments 2020 

Absentee Ballot 

 

You may vote for/against all the amendments at once, or each Article individually.  

Ballot will not be counted if you fill in both parts.  Ballot must be received by Adrian 

Bradley by September 18, 2020.  You can submit this by email to Adrian 

(atbsigma@gmail.com)  

 

or send it by mail to him at: 

 Adrian Bradley 

 8738 Ironwood Dr 

Belleville, MI  48111 

 

 

 

Name of member:  __________________________________________ 

 

 

_____ I vote for all the amendments to Articles IV, V, VI & VII. 

 

_____ I  vote against all the amendments to Articles IV, V, VI & VII. 

 

 

OR 

 

 

Article IV – Officers   For  _____ Against  _____ 

 

Article V – Elections & Voting For  _____ Against  _____ 

 

Article VI – Meetings   For  _____ Against  _____ 

 

Article VII – Committees  For  _____ Against  _____ 

 

 

 

Signature:  _______________________________________________ 
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The August meeting  was recorded and can be viewed on you tube 

https://youtu.be/27mVumgqZ6U 

Upcoming Events 

  Open House events have been canceled until further notice. 

DATE EVENT LOCATION  

Friday  Sept. 18th. 

7:30 pm 

Monthly Meeting  By Video Conference.  

Instructions will be 

emailed to members, 

Professor John Monnier, U/M.  Topic: 

Telescope Interferometry – Stars and 

Exoplanets  

Mark Deprest wrote in an email to members Aug. 23rd. “Nice little surprise on one of my Andromeda 
galaxy subs at 200mm. The end of a perseid meteor vaporizing ! Traces are still visible on the next 

sub 2 min later. Also added a crop of 14mm shot at another perseid in the andromeda region. 

Pentax k1 iso 1600 100sec f4 200mm August 12th Quebec 
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Jeff Kopmanis wrote in an email to members 

on August  9th.  

“This is probably one of my better shots of 
Saturn that I took last night.  ASI183MC 

camera, 30.6ms at 170 gain.  Some 5619 

frames taken.  The quality was pretty consis-

tently good, so I used 82% of the frames 

when stacking.  If I remember correctly, the 

183 camera nearly matches the visual resolu-

tion limits of my 8" SCT.  This was taken in 

my driveway in Ypsilanti!” 
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Places & Times 
Monthly meetings of the University Lowbrow Astronomers 

are held the third Friday of each month at 7:30 PM.  The loca-

tion is usually Angel Hall, ground floor, Room G115. Angell 

Hall is located on State Street on the University of Michigan 

Central Campus between North University and South Univer-

sity Streets.  The building entrance nearest Room G115 is the 

east facing door at the south end of Angell Hall. 

 

Peach Mountain Observatory is the home of the University of 

Michigan's 25 meter radio telescope  and McMath 24" tele-

scope which is maintained and operated by the Lowbrows.  

The entrance is addressed at 10280  North Territorial Road,  

Dexter MI which is 1.1 miles west of Dexter-Pinckney Rd. A 

maize and blue sign marks the gate.  Follow the gravel road 

to the top of the hill to a parking area south of the radio tele-

scope, then walk about 100 yards along the path west of the 

fence to reach the McMath Observatory. 

Public Open House / Star Parties 
Public Open Houses / Star Parties are generally held on the 

Saturdays before and after the New Moon at the Peach  Mt. 

Observatory, but are usually cancelled if the forecast is for 

clouds or  temperature below 10° F.  For the most up to date 

info on the Open House / Star Party status call: (734) 975-

3248 after 4pm.  Many members bring their telescope to 

share with the public and visitors are welcome to do the 

same.  Mosquitoes can be numerous, so be prepared with 

bug repellent.  Evening can be cold so dress accordingly  

 

Lowbrow's Home Page 
http://www.umich.edu/~lowbrows/ 

Membership 
Annual dues are $30 for individuals and families, $20 per year 

for students and seniors (age 55+) and $5 if you live outside of 

the Lower Peninsula.  Membership entitles you online access 

to our monthly Newsletters and use of the 24" McMath tele-

scope (after some training).  A mailed copy of the newsletter 

can be obtained with an additional $18 annual fee to cover 

printing and postage.  Dues can be paid by PayPal (contact the 

treasurer to find out how) or by check made out to “University 
Lowbrow Astronomers” and mailed to: 
 

The University Lowbrow Astronomers 

P.O. Box 131446 

Ann Arbor, MI 48113-1446 

 

Lowbrow members can obtain a discount on these magazine 

subscriptions: 

Sky & Telescope -$32.95/year or $65.90/2 years 

Astronomy -$34.00/year, $60.00/2 years of $83.00/3 years 

For more information about dues or magazines contact the 

club treasurer at: lowbrowdoug@gmail.com 

 

Newsletter Contributions 
Members and non-members are encouraged to write about 

any astronomy related topic.   Contact the Newsletter Editor:  

Don Fohey  donfohey@gmail.com to discuss format.  An-

nouncements, articles and images are due by the 1
st 

day of the 

month as publication is the 7
th

. 

 

Telephone Numbers 

President:   Charlie Nielsen (734) 747-6585 

Vice President:  Adrian Bradley (313) 354 5346 

    Jim Forrester (734) 663-1638 

    Joy Poling 

    Dave Jorgensen 

Treasurer:   Doug Scobel (734) 277-7908 

Observatory Director: Jack Brisbin 

Newsletter Editor: Don Fohey (734) 812-3611 

Key-holders:  Jim Forrester 

    Jack Brisbin 

    Charlie Nielsen 

Webmaster  Krishna Rao 

 

A NOTE ON KEYS:  The club currently has three keys each to 

the Observatory and the North Territorial Road gate to Peach 

Mountain.  University policy limits possession of keys to those 

who they are issued.  If you desire access to the property at an 

unscheduled time, contact one of the key-holders. Lowbrow 

policy is to provide as much member access as possible. 

 

Email to all members 
Lowbrow-members@umich.edu 
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