
 

October  2000

The University Lowbrow Astronomers is a club of Astronomy enthusiasts which meets on the third
Friday of each month in the University of Michigan's Physics and Astronomy building (Dennison Hall,
Room 130 or 807).  Meetings begin at 7:30 pm and are open to the public.  Public star parties are
held twice a month at the University's Peach Mountain Observatory on North Territorial Road (1.1
miles west of Dexter-Pinkney Road; further directions at the end of the newsletter) on Saturdays
before and after the new Moon.  The party may be canceled if it's cloudy or very cold at sunset. 
For further information call (734) 480-4514.

This Month: 
October 20 - Meeting at 130 Dennison - Joe
Bernstein, UM Astronomy grad presents
"Distribution in Magnitude of the Brightest
Cluster Galaxies".
October 21 - Public Star Party at Peach
Mountain Observatory - Use the October
Abrams Sky Calendar to find Neptune and
Uranus (Printed last month).
October 28 - Public Star Party at Peach
Mountain Observatory - Just a couple hours
after nightfall Saturn and Jupiter rise.

Next Month:
Thursday Night November 16 .   Starting at
Sunset - Leonid Meteor Shower Event at
Hudson Mills. We are calling this event "Star
Gazing at Hudson Mills".   The entrance is on
North Territorial Rd. 1/3 mile East of the traffic
light on Dexter-Pinckney Rd.
November 17 - Meeting at 130 Dennison - 
Night after the Leonids, will my head hurt?
November 18 - Public Star Party at Peach
Mountain Observatory - Will it be clear?   I'll
bet it will be cold.   Stick around and maybe
we will see Orion tonight.
November 25 - Public Star Party at Peach
Mountain Observatory - Night of the new
Moon.

Aerial Photo of Peach Mountain by Peter Alway.  At the top is the University of Michigan's 26 meter radio
telescope.  At the bottom is the observatory building housing the 24 inch McMath telescope.  I f you look really
close nearby just visible is my missing eyepiece cap that I lost in November of 94.

 



 

Astro-Festering
September 22nd and 23rd, 2000
Pics by John Ridley

A handful of Lowbrows made the annual treck to the
Chicago Astronomical Society's Astrofest in Kanakee,
Illinois to join what should have been over 1,000 other
amateur astronomers in an extended weekend of
scopes, swapmeets, astro vendors, talks, and
observing.   While the assembled masses, numbering
in the range of 800, did attempt to do all the above,
they did it under mostly cloudy skies.   John Ridley,
Doug Scobel, Paul Walkowski, Chris Sarnecki, Doug
Nelle, John Causland, and Tom Ryan made the most
of mostly cloudy skies.   John Ridely's picture essay
illustrates this fun filled weekend.  Next year this event
adds a Thursday making this a full three days of
Astrofest. Scope built by a high school group from

Saginaw, Michigan.  This won an award.
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BIG DOB! In the vendor
area.

 



 

Back at Obsession's
tent. I kept getting
magnetically attracted
to this tent, for some
reason.

Group set up outside for
the door prize drawing. 
The cup at the far side is
a kitty. Everyone in the
circle puts in a quarter,
the first in the group to
win a door prize gets the
kitty.

Ask Doug Scobel to
show you what he won.
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Observing report
October 4, 2000
John Ridley
http://extra.newsguy.com/~jridley

This is my first observing report. I've been
sketching for a couple of years, but not
really writing up a report. I've been inspired
by many of the reports on S.A.A., so here
goes my first attempt.

It's kind of moist, it's first quarter moon, and
thin, whispy clouds are threatening, but the
kids went to bed early and I'm in the mood,
so here we go.   Since this isn't going to be
either a good or a long night, I thought I'd
just pick off a few more Messiers that I
hadn't gotten to yet.   With the first quarter
Moon, I'll stick to a couple of easy
globulars. 
I set up the scope etc in the driveway in
front of the house.   The neighbor's stupid
lights are shining at me, but so is the Moon,
so it's not all that bad.

I pick up the S&T Messier card, pick a spot I
can hit easily from the driveway, and find a
few things I haven't seen before. Hmm,
M15.  Line up the Telrad, sweep a bit, there
it is.   Yuck, not many field stars.   Probably
wiped out by the combination of moon
and haze.  It's a little small in the 32, I try the
15.   Fine, but no field stars to speak of.   I
drop back to the 20.   I guess that will do.
Sketch it.

M2 is next, and pretty much the same story. 
I wind up dropping back to the 25 to get
the range of field stars I want for the sketch. 
Clouds are moving in, mostly to the south,
but they're starting to get up to the zenith.  I
think I'll do a little sightseeing.  I haven't seen
the Owl cluster for months, and it's pretty. 
Hmm, now where did He put that?  As easy
as this thing is to find, I still keep forgetting 
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Saturday Morning Physics:
Fall 2000

The Department of Physics is proud to
present the Fall 2000 Saturday Morning
Physics lectures. Each talk is illustrated with
multimedia technology and live
demonstrations. Each of these presentations
for the passionately curious is independently
understandable.

The first three lectures of the fall 2000 season
celebrate the brilliant contributions to
modern physics made by Marie Curie, and
are presented in conjunction with the
exhibition, "The Legacy of Marie Curie: 100
Years of Scientific Innovation" presented at
the University of Michigan Media Union from
October 9-November 3.

1. Professor Myron Campbell presents:
"Scientific Discoveries since Marie
Curie"
Saturday, October 14 at 10:00 AM:
NOTE THE SPECIAL TIME AND PLACE!

2. Professor Fred Becchetti presents:
"Mme. Curie: A Pioneer in Nuclear
Medicine"
Saturday, October 21 at 10:30 AM:
Dennison 170

3. Professor Phil Bucksbaum presents:
"Modern Scientific Discovery
Methods"
Saturday, October 28 at 10:30 AM:
Dennison 170
(AFTERNOON LAB VISITS)

4. Dr. Martin Sulknen presents:
"X-ray Astronomy's Golden Age:   
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Monthly Meeting
October 20, 7:30 pm

Room 130 Dennison Hall
Physics & Astronomy Building

The University of Michigan
Joe Bernstein

UM Astronomy
Distribution in Magnitude of

the  Brightest Cluster
Galaxies

A Quintet of Galaxies
Credit: W.C. Keel (University of Alabama) and
R.E. White, III

Explanation: Five closely grouped galaxies are
visible in this image made using the Kitt Peak
National Observatory 2.1 meter telescope. 
 Astronomy Picture of the Day for November 15,
1995

UNIVERSITY LOWBROW
ASTRONOMERS

3684 Middleton Drive
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48105

Lowbrow's WWW Home Page:
www.astro.lsa.umich.edu/lowbrows.html

Check your membership expiration date on the
mailing label !


