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The University Lowbrow Astronomers is a club of Astronomy enthusiasts which meets on the third
Friday of each month in the University of Michigan's Physics and Astronomy building (Dennison Hall,
Room 130 or 807). Meetings begin at 7:30 pm and are open to the public. Public star parties are
held twice a month at the University's Peach Mountain Observatory on North Territorial Road (1.1
miles west of Dexter-Pinkney Road; further directions at the end of the newsletter) on Saturdays
before and after the new Moon. The party may be canceled if it's cloudy or very cold at sunset.
For further information call (734) 480-4514.

This Month:

October 20 - Meeting at 130 Dennison - Joe
Bernstein, UM Astronomy grad presents
"Distribution in Magnitude of the Brightest
Cluster Galaxies".

October 21 - Public Star Party at Peach
Mountain Observatory - Use the October
Abrams Sky Calendar to find Neptune and
Uranus (Printed last month).

October 28 - Public Star Party at Peach
Mountain Observatory - Just a couple hours
after nightfall Saturn and Jupiter rise.

Next Month:

Thursday Night November 16 . Starting at
Sunset - Leonid Meteor Shower Event at
Hudson Mills. We are calling this event "Star
Gazing at Hudson Mills". The entrance is on
North Territorial Rd. 1/3 mile East of the traffic
light on Dexter-Pinckney Rd.

November 17 - Meeting at 130 Dennison -
Night after the Leonids, will my head hurt?
November 18 - Public Star Party at Peach
Mountain Observatory - Will it be clear2 [l
bet it will be cold. Stick around and maybe
we will see Orion tonight.

November 25 - Public Star Party at Peach
Mountain Observatory - Night of the new
Moon.

Aerial Photo of Peach Mountain by Peter Alway. At the top is the University of Michigan's 26 meter radio
telescope. At the bottom is the observatory building housing the 24 inch McMath telescope. | f you look really
close nearby just visible is my missing eyepiece cap that I lost in November of 94.



Astro-Festering
September 22nd and 23rd, 2000
Pics by John Ridley

A handful of Lowbrows made the annual treck to the
Chicago Astronomical Society's Astrofest in Kanakee,
lllinois to join what should have been over 1,000 other
amateur astronomers in an extended weekend of
scopes, swapmeets, astro vendors, talks, and
observing. While the assembled masses, numbering
in the range of 800, did attempt to do all the above,
they did it under mostly cloudy skies. John Ridley,
Doug Scobel, Paul Walkowski, Chris Sarnecki, Doug
Nelle, John Causland, and Tom Ryan made the most
of mostly cloudy skies. John Ridely's picture essay
illustrates this fun filled weekend. Next year this event
adds a Thursday making this a full three days of
Astrofest.

Fretty much what the sky looked like all
weekend.

Camp Lowbrowy rhinus Tom.

Page 2

Scope built by a high school group from
Saginaw, Michigan. This won an award.

Actually faken
ot home on
Sundaoy. Eather
out of focus,
sorry.  Through
a new solar fik
ter, with 0 Ce-
lestrom Short-
Tube refractor,
with the carm-
erg just hand
held ot the
eyepiece.

Solar observing with an 87 Astro-Physics Mac
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YWery inferesting scope. Tube s

tension  wires (motorcycle
spokes]) threaded through cost
ringes.

Imteresting variation on a Denwver
observer's sedt, with more sup-
port in the back and o shorfer
support up front, should keep
the front support from hitting the
fripod.
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More of the long reflector, This hos g wvery srall secorn-

Found awalking stick of the Forta-Ball table.
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BIG DOB!

In the vendor

Judging ancther scope, This
one built by o vounger as-
fromomer

Steven J. O'Weara signing
affer his volcano Talk.
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Back af Obsession's
tent. | kept getting
magnetically attracted
to this tent, for some
reason.

Group set up outside for
the door prize drawing. |
The cup at the far side is
a kifty. Everyone in the
circle puts in a quarter,
the first in the group to
win a door prize gets the
kitty.

Ask Doug Scobel to
show you what he won.

REFLECTIONS - October 2000 Page §



Observing report
October 4, 2000

John Ridley
http://extra.newsguy.com/~jridley

This is my first observing report. I've been
sketching for a couple of years, but not
really writing up a report. I've been inspired
by many of the reports on S.A.A., so here
goes my first attempt.

It's kind of moist, it's first quarter moon, and
thin, whispy clouds are threatening, but the
kids went to bed early and I'm in the mood,
so here we go. Since this isn't going to be
either a good or a long night, | thought I'd
just pick off a few more Messiers that |
hadn't gotten to yet. With the first quarter
Moon, Il stick to a couple of easy
globulars.

| set up the scope etc in the driveway in
front of the house. The neighbor's stupid
lights are shining at me, but so is the Moon,
so it's not all that bad.

| pick up the S&T Messier card, pick a spot |
can hit easily from the driveway, and find a
few things | haven't seen before. Hmm,
M15. Line up the Telrad, sweep a bit, there
it is. Yuck, not many field stars. Probably
wiped out by the combinatfion of moon
and haze. It's a little small in the 32, | try the
15. Fine, but no field stars to speak of. |
drop back to the 20. | guess that will do.
Sketch it.

M2 is next, and pretty much the same story.
| wind up dropping back to the 25 to get
the range of field stars | want for the sketch.
Clouds are moving in, mostly to the south,
but they're starting to get up to the zenith. |
think I'll do a little sightseeing. | haven't seen
the Owl cluster for months, and it's prefty.
Hmm, now where did He put thate As easy
as this thing is to find, | still keep forgetting
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exactly which limb of Coss it's off of. | looked
Up NGZ 457 on the SAT Caldwell card, and
popped ight toit, Went ghead and drew d
sketch, It's really pretty, and the sketch
probably won't begin to do it justice, but
hiere it is ary cy,

Fimnalky, to close out, | thought I'd look at o
nice double star, so | just picked one off the
top of the Deephap 00, n Cass, "Soldf
Furple, nice mag contrast. Yup, there it is,
and it's very pretty. Glad | did that collk
miction earlier tonight, the fointer gold corme
panion s O wvery sharp pinprick, The brighter
staris bright enough to couse some spread-
ing, but that's probably in my eyve/glasses.

Time to pack up. Bverything is dripping with
dew, and it's getting hozy, Besides, the dog
thinks I'rm nuts, Here are tonight's sketches:
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M2 Globular Cluster
Dot ber 4. 2000
Chelsea Ml

NGCAKT "Owl oluster’

‘Qatober 4, 2000
Chelsca. Ml g
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Sky &
Telescope

1967 to
1976

If vou like locking at articles of the Apolio
Moo shots, great obseryatories of recent
past, men in white shirts with pencil thin ties,
advertiserments for ridiculoushy cheap Jeo-
gers lenses and Cove Astrolas, then | hove
just the thing for vou, It searms That The Low-
brows howve been given bound sefs of Sky &
Telescope rmagozines from 15467 to 1974
The mogaozines appear to be complete
vedrly collections bound in Sky & Telescope
binders. Thanks o Mr W, Paulsen, of Ann
Artoor, for his contribution to our Librany.

From the Prez...

If vou howven't seen it, pick up o copy of the
Ann Arbor Mews today [(Sunday, Oct. §,
2000] the front page has o wonderful arficlke
which fectures the Peach Mt Observatory
and Moster Torn Ridley (cute kid .. John). Ifs
a wvery wel written arficle and s worth
recd.

CLEAR SKIESH

Mark 5 Deprest, President,

University Lowbrow Astronormers
rmsdpressed@medicone.net

Dark Skies & Clear Nights
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Saturday Morning Physics:
Fall 2000

The Department of Physics is proud to
present the Fall 2000 Saturday Morning
Physics lectures. Each talk is illustrated with
multimedia technology and live
demonstrations. Each of these presentations
for the passionately curious is independently
understandable.

The first three lectures of the fall 2000 season
celebrate the briliant contributions to
modern physics made by Marie Curie, and
are presented in conjunction with the
exhibition, "The Legacy of Marie Curie: 100
Years of Scientific Innovation" presented at
the University of Michigan Media Union from
October 9-November 3.

1. Professor Myron Campbell presents:
"Scientific Discoveries since Marie
Curie"

Saturday, October 14 at 10:00 AM:
NOTE THE SPECIAL TIME AND PLACE!

2. Professor Fred Becchetti presents:
"Mme. Curie: A Pioneer in Nuclear
Medicine"

Saturday, October 21 at 10:30 AM:
Dennison 170

3. Professor Phil Bucksbaum presents:
"Modern Scientific Discovery
Methods"

Saturday, October 28 at 10:30 AM:
Dennison 170

(AFTERNOON LAB VISITS)

4. Dr. Martin Sulknen presents:
"X-ray Astronomy's Golden Age:
Page 8

' Discovenes by Chandra”
Saturday, November4, 11, and 18:
Dennison 170

Im less than a humon lifetinne, xoroy . astror:
oy hios evolyed from the first crude detec-
tior of x-ray sources beyond the solar sys-
termn to precision xray imaging and spec-
froscopy. In 1999, NASA lgunched the
Chondra x-Eoy Obsensatory, The most pow-
erful w-ray telescope ever built. In these
three lectures, Sulkanen will discuss cosmic
X-roy sources, how x-ray telescopes and de-
tectors work, Chandra’s fist year of discow-
eries, and future advonced technology
ray olbseryatoriss.

5. Dr. David Reis presents:
"X-rays: A Century of Discovery
Saturday, December 2, 2, and 1&:
Dennison 170

Imrmediately affer the discovery of X-rays in
1895, this new light had becorme both an
important research ool and part of the
popular culture; vet to this day, most of us
gssocicte X-rays only with Supernan or O
frip to the Doctor or Dentist.  Applicatiors
and discoveries associoted with ®-rays spon
nearky all fields of scientific research inchuck
ing astronormy, Diclogy, chemistry, geology,
rmatericl science, medicineg, and physics-—-
resedrch so important that it has been the
subbject of fourfeen Nobel prizes as well as
for their use in deftermination
o f the structure of DN A.
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@ Places and Times:

Dennizen Hall, alze known as The University of Michigar's
Phyzics and Asztronomy building, iz the zite of the monthly
mesting of the Univarsity Lowbrow Astronomers. It iz found
in Ann Arbor on Church Street about one block north of
South University Avenwe. The mesting iz held in room 130
Mornthhy mestings of the Lowbkrows are held on the 3rd Fri-
day of =ach menth at 7230 PM. During the summer menths,
and when weather permitz, a cluk obsering seszion at
Peach Mountain will follow the mesting.
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Padip  (Mormally
Tekscopz  chser
]

-EIIIE_‘ ':.._.n. I

£ 11

F
M,
Mehialh g

Telescops

Stinchfield
Woods

South Gale
“pan ar
Jpen havse nighis)

0.5 mles )
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Feach Mountain Okservatory iz the home of The Ui ersity
of Michigan's 25 meter radio telescope as well az the Uni-
wersity's Mobiath 24 inch telescope which iz maintained by
the Lowkrows., The ohservaton iz located nethwest of Dew-
ter. The entrance iz on Motk Teritenal Read, 1.1 miles west
of Dexter-Pickney Road. Asmall maize-and-klve sign marks
the gate. Felew the gravel read one mie to a parking
ared nedr the radio telescoper. Walk dong the path be-
twaen the two ferced in areqa: [about 300 feet] to reach
the Mchiath telescope building.

Public Star Parties:

Fuklic Open HewsefStar Parties are held on the Saturday
kefore and after each new Moon at the Peach Mo untain
Chsersatany. Star Parties are canceled if the sky iz cloudy
at zunzet or the temperature & below 10 degrees F. Call
480-431 4 for a recorded meszage on the aftermcon of a
scheduled Star Pary te check on the status. Many mem-
kears bring their telscopes and wvigter are welcome to do
likewize. Peacsh Mountain iz heme te miliens of hungry meos-
gquitoss - bring ingect repellent, and it doss get cold at night
o dress warmlby |

Amateur Telezcope Making Group meets meonthhy, with the
location rotating among members houzes, 5ee the calen-
dar on the front cover page for the time and location of
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 Membership:

Membership duez in the Universty Lowhbrow Astronomers
are 320 peryear for individuals or families, and $12 pervear
for students and zenicr [age 535/+). Thiz entitles vou to the
monthly REFLECTIOMS rewszleter and the use of the 24"
Mchiath telescope [aftersome training]. Dwes can be paid
to the cluk treasurer Charlie Mieken at the monthly mesting
ot by mail at thie address:
&S558 Jackszon Read #4148
Ak Arkor M 48103

N

Magazines:

Members of the Unmarsity Lowbrow Agtronomer: can get o
dizcount on these magaozine subscriptions:

Skv and Telescope: 32925/ vear

Astronemy: P2700 [ vear

For mere infermation contact the cluk: Tregaswrer. Members
renswing subschptions are reminded te send vour renewal
netice aleng with veur check whern applving through the
club Tregszurer, Make the check pavakle to "Unh vty Low-
brow Aztronomers.

AN
Newsletter Contributions:

Members and [nen-members] are encouragsed to write
akout any astronemy related topic of interest. Call or E-
mdil to MHewslatter Editors at:

Bearnard Friberg [F43)781-1875 Bfiberg@acl.com
Chriz Sarnecki  [7341426-53772 chrizandi@acl.com

toe decusz length and format. Announcementz and articles

are due by the first Friday of each month.

Telephone Numbers:

President: Mark Deprest [F24d]as2-271%
Wice Presidents: Dawe Snyder [F34) F47-0537
Pl W alkowski [F3d]aa2-01 45
Doug Warzh o [F34]993-1158
Treasurear: Charlie Mieken [F34]) 747-a505
Obzercaterny Director: Bernard Friberg [F3d]7al-187a8
Hewslatter Editors: Chriz Sarneck [F3d]|426-5772
Bernard Frikerg [F3d] 7al-1875
Parking Enforcement Lorna Simmens [#34)525-5731
Foavholders: Fred Schebaor [F341426-2353
Mark Deprest [F24d]es2-2719

Lowbrow's Home Page:

htt o fwenne aztre lza umich eduflowbrows himl
Dorv e Snyder, webmaster
bt fvewowr-personalumich. eduf~dasflowbrowsf
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Monthly Meeting

October 20, 7:30 pm
Room 130 Dennison Hall
Physics & Astronomy Building
The University of Michigan

Joe Bernstein
UM Astronomy
Distribution in Magnitude of
the Brightest Cluster
Galaxies

A Quintet of Galaxies
Credit: W.C. Keel (University of Alabama) and
R.E. White, lll

Explanation: Five closely grouped galaxies are
visible in this image made using the Kitt Peak
National Observatory 2.1 meter telescope.
Astronomy Picture of the Day for November 15,
1995

UNIVERSITY LOWBROW
ASTRONOMERS
3684 Middleton Dprive
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48105

Lowbrow's WWW Home Page:
www.astro.lsa.umich.edu/lowbrows.html

Check your membership expiration date on the
mailing label !



