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Ear15' i n the morninr, one ean see a beautif'u1 sight--Mars,
Saturn, and Venus, shinins torether in the sl<y as a trio
of cel.estial. fler.nstones. This marlrs the beginning of the
farnot-:s planetarv alignment due to occur on March 10, when
all nine nlanets will l.e on the same side of the sun. A1-
rcadv al-1 the orrter planets 1ie between 73 and 1B hours
risht ascension. If one extenCs this region to 19 hours,
the oril'ina1 four asteroids--Ceres, Pallas, Junor &ild Vesta--
wi 1l also be j neludetl.

The term "planetary alirnment" is not meant to imply that
the planets wi11. come together in a straight line. The fact
is, they wj1.1 not even be contained in a single quadrant,
bu t spen over 95 def'rees. Itievertheless, as many poopl.e
shrewdly realize' this event wilI marlr the end of the lvorlci.
fn ml/ nea./er attenpts'to pr.esent this issrre objectively, I
have listed three argrrments for the end of'the world, along
with thr:ee respective refutations:

1. "The tida.L f orces I'rom the planets will rip the Earth
to shreds;. " As every Astronomy 221 student lrnows, the tidal
inf'luence of the pranets is totally insi gnif icant compareri
to that oi the moon.

2. "t/ari orrs planetary f orces will increase thc nrrrtrer of
sunspots, which wil.1 infl-r:enee the climate of the Earth,
whieh will shift the winds in the atnosphere, which will aI*
ter the Earth's rotation rate and trigger rnajor earthquakes."
As f rrnder:stand it, this is the basie idea behind The JgpiJef
Effect, A\thoush f admit f haven't read it" (f cion't need to.
f lrnow everyth i n') . The line of' reasoninr here seems long
ancr tenr;o'-ls, and in any case no correlation has been f'ound
between srrnspot numbers anci ear:thquakes. ilesides, an even
closer o1anetary alignment occured in the early 1800's, and
not r:n1y was the sr:nspot maximum unusuall.y 1ow, but there were
no major earthqr"ralces.

l. "lVhen a1.1 the planets get on the same side of the sun,
the solar system will set too heavy on one side and fall ov€r."
This is the argument that eonvincer,o me, Ancl f 'm sure it will
eonviree yor).
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