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Greetings, Tellow members. Wel-
come to another edition of the News-
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In case any of you haven't heard,
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the bilg news was
elections for the coming year. Relurn-
ing for a second term are Jim Cypser
as our beloved president in a narrow

our indus-
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—
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victory and Do
trious observatory director. The new
officers are Terry Moyer as treasurer,

Brian McGraw as newsletter editor,

and Peter Alway as secretary,.

Let us not forget the oulgoing
officers, Jeff iehm, Don Luttermoser,
m

and Erin Stewart. Their contributions

to the club arc greatly appreciated.

The other blg news was Astronomy
Day on May 9. lMany intriguing activ-
ities were planned, but, while it
wasn't-a total falilure, lack of

enthusiasm (anc lack of sunshine)
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contributed to a somewhat less than

successful overall presentation. Oh

well, there's always next year...

'nis brings up an important
issue with the club- we need more
participation from members. When
you get involved with club activ-
itles, you have fun. Or you can
think of something the whole club
might like to do or hear about. And
it isn't hard to get involved, either.
As newsletter editor 1 ask anyone
who wants Lo write something about
space or astronomy or whatever to
submit articles to me. 1If you have
any questions or ideas about the
newsletter, then by all means see
me or call me. You can also bring
up ideas with any of the other off-

icers.

from me for now. Stay
tuned for exciting changes to come

in the Newsletter!



The Young Galileo Speaks by Ray Bradbury

O child, they said, avert your ey

es
1 wild skies

Avert my eyes? 1 said, what, fro
Where stars appear and wheel
And fill my heart and make me feel as if I might

This night and then another and another

Live forever and not die?

Turn off my gaze, shut off my will and soul {rom this?
This fiery bliss and joy which tempts me to steal forth
At two am. and lie upon the Jawn

A boy alone with Universe
With song and verse of God spelled overhead

For me to read and know and sing;

Not know all this, go blind?

Why, God minds me o be so. He put the bright sparks in my blood
Which spirit, lighten, flare and frighten e to love.

Small sparks, large Sun—

All one, it is the same.

Large flame or small

1 know and keep it all in eye, in heart, in mind.

The flavor of the night lies on my tongue. I speak it so

That others, uninviting of themselves, abed, not brave, may know
What this boy knows and will forever know:

The Universe is thronged with fire and light,

And we but smaller suns which, skinned and trapped and kept
Enshrined in bloed and precious bones,

Hold back the night.
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All times are E.D.T.
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May 22 Europa cdis behind Jupi i ar,; av Lei U a.m. on the 23rd.
Jupiter's disk, 4:55 a.m.

Sat. 23 Io staris o o
24 About no s the best txns to see liercury. Look for a fairly
bright, star-like object 10 7 ' ”ho west-northwest-

ern horizon about half an | 10 degrees is
about the angle covered by zt arm's length.

25
26 Moon at lacst quarter, rises about midnight.
4 r ‘ , :
28 Try finding Uranus with your unaided eyes--once the moon has set.
29 Observing at Peach Mountain with the 24-inch and possibly
other tslescopes--if it's clear or may clear up later.
U~M Astronomy Dept.'s Visitors' WNight with Richard L. Sears
on "Stellar Energy Sources and mvolution" plus a movie, The
Universe From Palomar. 8:30 p.m. in auditorium B, Angell
Hall. If it's clear afterwards you can look through the tel-
escopes on the fifth floor of Aqgw1, Hall. The time, place
and telescope open house also apply to the June 5 and June 12
Visitors' Nights.

Sat. 30 Another chance to use the 24-inch telescope and relatively
dark skies of Peach Mountain on a weekend near the new moon!
Once again, don't show up if it's cloudy and expected to re-
main that way. Europa ﬂl*ﬁupearb behind Jupiter, 3:16 a.m,

31 Venus mey be spotted by a sharp-eyed ob bserver, very low in the
west-northwest about half an hour after sunset. for the next
several months the brightest planet seen from Karth (unless
you consider the moon a planet in it's own right--after all,
it may be larger than rluto) will c¢limb higher and higher
into the evening sky.

June 1
Moon new

5> Visitors' Night with Hugh D. Aller on "Radlo jetzs" plus a mov-
ie, Harth space -~ Qur Environment. Another Angell Hall tele-
SCOp@ house if it's clear or =ort of

at Peach Mountain. cCall Doug Nel

’”V”mQZO@) Lf you're not sure if

there.

at Peach Mountain

JoF: 35 1L minute of are north of the center of open star

cluster M35 at 10:00 a.m. Look for them in the evening, 16

degrees east of the sun.

2080) or
5 going

Moon at first quarter, sets about midnight.
Mercury and Venus are cloge together this evening. This mor-
ning they were separated by only 1.7 degrees.

12 U~-M Astronomy Dept.'s Visitors® K Lght s to be announced.




3?32; 13 Ganymede disappears behind Jupiter at 3:58 a.m. on the 1l4th.
a A comet (which will &V&P*His1§ become spectacularly bright
and thrill the inhabitants of parth) is discovered by two
amateurs in different parts of the world. Named after its
discoverers according to the rules, it becomes ljomet Perry-
Yoddick.
15 The best meteor shower of June, the June Lyrids, will be washed
¢ out by the nearly-full moon..
1

17 Moon full, in sky just about all night.

18

19 Astrofest with Jim Loudon, "Space Shuttle: iirst flight and
Beyond" with latest films, tapes, etc. There may be solar
observing before Astrofest and views of the moor, Jupiter
and Saturn to be had afterwards through tele copes ol the
University Lowbrow Astronomers--weather oerml?t ng.

Sat.

™
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- Peach lMountain Radio Telescope Open House, 2:00 - 4:30 p.m.
regard less of weather. For more info: see U-ll Astronomy

Scheduls 29, "Peach Mountain Observatory".

Summer 307”*10 s 7145 a.m.

Mercury at LHLQP?OY conjunction; moves into morning sky.
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Uranus (magnitude 5.8) passes very close (1.7 minutes north
of) the star 41 Librae (magnitude 5.5).

Moon at last quarter, rises about midnight.

June maeeting of Universi Lowbrow Astronomers, 3:30 p.m.
5006 angell Hall.
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r celestial or terrestrial)
iture editions of What's Up,

If you know of some kind of event iﬁith?
which you tnink should be included i u
talk to Jim Cypser (995-0204).




April 1981 Meeting,

Ath the lacst
the following memo
occurred:

Jim Cypser bri
Viking Fund t¢ the
attention.
for individuals contribute
directly to the operation of
the underfunded Viking [ spac

meeti
event

lowbrow
rable

1 ~ 7 . i
e fund

way

ceaft still operatine on the
surfase of Mars. [ you belil

that planetzry g exploration
is a worthwhi!e endeavor, you
can put your money wherc your
mouth is by sending at least
$122 to: The Viking Fund,
357 Saratoga Avenue, Santa
Clara, Calif, 95050. Also,

'Halley Fund', at the same
adress, may he of interest

to
isit

its

to thase who would like
see an American probe
Halley's Comet during
once~-in-a=lifetime appearanc
in 1986. The success of thu
Shuttle doesn’'t mean
health for the exploration of
the solar system.
Signup shects were
around for Asironomy Day,
observing sesasions, and
observing after Astrofest
New office lecte.,
Cypser (u2&-( 15

passed
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Ed tor. [f you have any

(1b(ﬂlt the cluh, or }XAﬂi. a su
urge to go o >rving with the
24", Jim is a good person to
call, since he at least ”A)afw
be able to yneone 110 he can't

help you. keeps a set

keys to the ervatory for
lending to thos who know how

to use the 24" tele:

WQore.,

Peter Alway
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Columbia, not everything

We 5 D”Ffwﬁt. Bits of :rtu!m&lxn

; were seen falling the
ndshield of the orbiter, leaving

white streaks on the windows. -

astronauts could this

wunch of the

on

See

napnening for the first two minutes
f* the flight, but the straks re-

untill
oved by the
'he insulati
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the orbiter its
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of re-entry.
tioned here is
External Tank,
self. ) Once in
S gmall maneuver-
ckets were annoyingly loud--
"like a muffled howitzer! Although
stem worked satisfactorily,

they
heat
on men
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vertical translation was quirky:
when the cral't was supposed to
"rise' upward, the nose would rise
faster thﬁn the tall. this would
34.‘,L-'L Ly stop the upward motion
“” fh/ whliu the spacecraft tried
traten itsell out. I'his caused
the craft rock back and forth
{ : ‘HI 54 Pt moved . Un
th side, The w pectedly
high e of the solid fuel
booster has 1ncreascd the payload
sapa ty of the shuttle by about
10V 1 ’Y“fi' :
'ne next shuttle flight, perhaps

will
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£ht had
experiments
land,
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