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Wc nho l"{ve h*re tn th* Mllky Way gelsxy ar* long ovcrdue for e

supofltov&. As a J-ot of you rnlgirt know, a tupornova occura whan a msaslvo

stsr raeches the mnd of ite nornsl llf*spen and ndtson tn snc of th* noat

snon$ou6 oxplos*"r:ne known to hunnnltyn Tha l"ast obnrlous supernova tn

c,'ur galar6r was E*esn In 16Sl+, and ncrna)"ly wo mtght *xpect to sar$ #ne te

ficcur Gvsry thres |rrrndrod ysers or $o,

Wl'ly strciu),al *matou:' s,*trononers o&rs ah*ut superrnnvue? 1,{'$11r two Erf

1.hs last thr-sr.; r*c*r'cle,d $uil*r1i1ilv&e tvr *ur 6a3.mqy showt hnlght*r'than V*nuEr

*,ncl llere seen ln thtt rlaytka*, 'llire last cns w&s atv*u,t *s brlght {nrs rxu.pltffirr

lttrat alL this means ts t.hnt, 'lf you fatthfttlly *ti**k cut' Lhc sky evory

elenr ntght 9 irr)lr vnay be tLe ftrst tn spot, tho next suilernclv& n $upornovae

r:ft*n shtn* brlehtl)' for r*onths boforo fadS"ng helsw naked*eyo vtetb*L1.ty"

$o lf ona doss bu:rst ft"rrth tn *ur sktas Goon, sorncono rnoul"d curaly nottce

lt evontuelly, It ney appeer ln a eonstolLatfon too far sonth for ue

lilchigandsrs tc soe (sueh r+e Sentaurus) or tt may eppfisr too cl"oae to tha

sun *nd thu* g* unnotlced unt5"1 eftor lt. hed startc{X to firor* dixr agatn.

it ts marc l*"k$lty that a supevvrova wILtr. eppsar l"n the perts of, tha sky

r^'hors tho llilky hlaSr shlne$ norer ?rr*.ght]"y" fhls ls EtmpLy bscauso th*::e ar*

il*trs st&rs tn t..h*se dtrecttons, th* dlracttens thet ane look5,ng beiward

t,lie 'rdlskfi r:f tl"re gal*xy'* {Jf course, I know rror* th*t" I }ravm said thrl-,

li:e nerxt su'prqyrrovil vri].l. ap;:oar ln somo obse'ure p)-neo l.J"k* tl;rr,:o)-c1:;rr*rls.",



If yon donrt know whore tatlolopardus 1o, ask, tr*t}alrso tf nner is

rersll]y eorlo'us a?-rout lockj'ng out for suilelrn$ve{F**4r orcS$nary nov{rs' ferr

that mattsr*"*ilno rurrst trs *bLr to l'€tedfinfss *-1{ bhe eonetrtllatlons ln f,}rs

$kf. You ntsi know eaeh stnr !n {ts plae*, b6cau.eto r*frat yon irlll h*r

l-ooking fo::,:l-r * star qg$- of ptaee**a ?fnswil starn ae th{e Lat'ln tnnaning

of the rcrd l?nsv*lqt 1"nP3"1er.

I{e rnay nn ths gthsr hcncl, hsve to waLt anothr:r hunclred yoars for" our

next supcTnove, Eut tf yor: rtop outaldc to brtefly chcck tho sky tuost

ovcry eLsay nl.ghtn ti.rerc mlght be othar unoxpocted rswnrds*-* sunpr{ao

notoor sho?r*r, &n &upsr*, or a .lat*l.lttt pecslng overherad. Thore mlght

be Eqrthshfne fulnt,ly roundtng tho cro!6nt moon tnto a dlsk, or nonttr-

tue*nt el-ou-rcl* gl**dng trl"u* or ruddy tn Btrthf s upllt" &ttr$8phora"n.

1lone cf, thess thtnfis sr.@ s.s r*rs as thor spoctscl-e of a ster eucldonJ"5r

eonlng to be where n$n6 sr&s **en hsfora, end orrtsh:i-ntng all ths rerst trr

i:not--so w*t*ll ear'*fui].yI
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In c*se, y*u harrernrt hearcl, Xn tgSZ ths pLn*sts ars n)"3- goi"ng t* allgn

and when thls i:apnernu the Sarth ts golng to hevo m*Jor *nrthqu*kss and

'role*noso es wol"l as th$ suno rohlch wrl"J" be 1n groat upheiralv*ef,rso scms

prss.chsrs w*:u}d hsvo us beLJ.ws tt, rr{oll frlonds, antl l rto *a}L you frf*nds

&$ Jcsrrs wo"i:}qj prant ms ton tha plnnats ar6nst going to e11gn3 aE e mnt'tor

of fsct the:f r,rt1l Ell be on tho seno tr'do of thCI sun in thet yaar trlth *

mlnlnnrm soparatlon of 96 d*gre*s-t"hatfs ov*r lwl-f ther rrt*lblo sky fromr

horlaon t6 ir*riso:r* $"*tuall-y, ttrc trlnnmts El-l- b*1ng cn ttre *nns si"de $f

1ii* sltri .::.i,ri* s.l] t.hat, rare *f {L l}hpno}ssnnn nnd hns hnppenmcl nany {irnes

ln tlis pant*wlth ner t1'1.*effeci: on ther sun or Eart'h'
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ttow dtd all thls stupl"dlty got rtertCId trr,ou ask? WelL ln 1.W4, t"wo

tirl"tlsh eetenttsts (lf you wnnt to calL thon Sclenttst,) wrsts e book on

thc subJaet calLod nThc Jup!.tnr Fff,ecttr. Yhc nuthoru predlcted (wlth no

av$.dcnco) that tho raro pl"enetarry allgpmcnt ln 1984 rCIuLd ceusa maJor

dtsruptlons on the fiartho '

?hc tgSoraneo eontlnuod nhon a group sf blbLo c*rrytng hypocrltos(ep?)

secn thlc end essumed thts unuld bo tha tccond conlng of Chrtct. they

also chang'rd tt from * rarc plenotary conftguratlon, to e dlrcct ell.gn-

mant. Itrs 0K, thay chang* tho l-nwr of, plrya*oar 6van though tho pLanots

aro ln dtffarsnt pl.enos, end dlrcct altrgnuant fuuposrlbLo3 anythtng to

sc&rc rmrc p6spL.o to hend ovar mors nonoy-bnrt thoyrre Bolng to hcevon,

It tg thlngs ltko thts thet should prory us*-eiratour rstrononors, to

push eatronolny to tl:o p8bLlc. En}tghton thcm about whleh thlngs mc .",,

corraet and those whlch aro fi.etlon" If you rroul"d lIko to rasd morc on

thc rsbnrttal" of the 1982 p"l-anotery alignraont thaory, seo Msrcury magazin*cr

,Iui-y/August 1$?i) issues Fleg* ?2 ilFl-an*ts, Sunspots, and Sarthqunkostt"
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